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Kaoss Theory
From the word go, the Kaoss Pad is -
amongst other things - one of those

machines that really can have a serious impact
on your DJ performance. The original model has
been around for a while now, seeing few
genuine rivals for its reign as king of the sound
control freaks. Now this little box of tricks has
received a serious style and quality revamp as
it aims to keep ahead of the competition.

With the Kaoss Pad 2 (KP2), Korg are definitely
on the road to creating one of the best effects
processors around, but the design brief for
creating a DJ tool shouldn’t really see its
adaptability compromised. Even so, while the
KP2 doesn’t offer the degree of adaptability of
some other processors, such as full control over
wet and dry signal volumes, it does have the
almighty XY Pad up its sleeve.

The KP2 offers some of the best quality effects
we have heard in this price range. You can use
the unit in FX Loop (direct to the mixer) or Direct
mode (in line between the deck and mixer) and
then instantly contort the sound like you are
flushing your records down the toilet or create
subtle and beautiful soundscapes, all with a
movement of the fingers across the Pad.
Sampling and looping are quick and easy as on
the KP1, but the new tempo tap button adds
a whole barrage of new rhythmical
elements, even more so when the auto
tempo holding function works its
magic.
Unlike more basic tempo tap
technology, the KP2 actually
listens to the input and will
try its best to keep in
time with the
underlying tune!

Korg are well
known for their
keyboards and
effects modules,
with many an
album filled with
its unique sound
and this distinction
has been brought over to
this creative performance tool.
It’s obviously great for DJs and
wouldn’t look out of place in any studio. Bring
on the Kaoss.

You’ve Got The Look
The new Kaoss Pad is pretty sexy, down to small
details like a blue light shining horizontally
through the Perspex cover, which is bolted
down to the brushed aluminium and chrome
surface.
The Pad has a better, smoother feel than its
predecessor and is complimented with a nice
chrome frame. And check this - the colour on
the pad changes as you move your finger over
it! If you are guilty of buying kit just because it
looks great with all the lights off, it will be love
at first sight. 

Synthing
The synth section gives control over a group of
different styled drum patterns, with certain
parts of the pad giving varying intensity of
rhythm and structure. Combined with effects
on certain individual
sounds within
these loops, it
gives a great
result.
There

are drum machines, arpeggiated synths and
mystical pads to play with - all quite
irresistible. The danger, as with all effects
units, is simply overusing it in a performance.

In Control of the Situation
When pulled forward the KP2’s new mute
toggle switch provides a cut in the signal path
to the processor from the chosen input source,
leaving an effect tail to resound on its own.
Used in reverse (holding it back while using the
pad) enables your movements to be recorded
and then played back by pushing the toggle
again. It must be done without touching the
pad and lasts for about four seconds. This
function will also loop itself automatically.
Once you get the knack of good timing it can
create some very hypnotic effects.
The control pad has a very smooth feel and is

made of a new, more viscous plastic, which
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The ground-breaking Kaoss Pad technology from Korg just got better. But is there as much cause for excitement as with its
predecessor? Breakbeat DJ FreQ Nasty joined us to find out…

>> AT A GLANCE
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